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Title: Every Woman (Every Life) Needs Hope 

Text: Luke 8:1-3 

Date: May 9, 2021 at FBCW 

 

 

INTRO. The truth about Mother’s Day is this: there is a wide continuum of mothering. I’ve 

discovered this as a pastor  at best, Mother’s Day is bittersweet. 

 

I pray today that every person here – but especially the ladies – feels welcome, appreciated, seen, 

heard, and needed within the body of Christ at FBC Woodstock.  

 

I’d be in rough shape trying to pastor a church that didn’t have Spirit-filled, Christ-loving, child-

raising, gentle but firm, mothering, women.  

 

I can’t imagine my life without:  

• Jan, Lois, and Isabel.  

• Catharine DeLoach. 

• Lanie Nash…Doris Feagin…Bettie Caldwell. 

• Cathy Moore. 

 

 

ILLUS: Carrie and I have discussed this several times before, but Amy Young in an Outreach 

Magazine article summed it up quite well: 

 

To those who gave birth this year to their first child – we celebrate you. 

 

To those who lost a child this year – we mourn with you.  

 

To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of food stains – 

we appreciate you! 

 

To those who experienced loss through miscarriage, failed adoptions or a runaway child – we 

mourn with you. 

 

To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, tears, and 

disappointments – we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things. We don’t mean to 

make things harder. 

 

To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms – we need you.  

 

To those who have warm and close relationships with your children – we celebrate with you. 

 

To those who have disappointment, heartache and distance with your children – we sit with you. 

 

To those who lost their mothers this past year – we grieve with you. 
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To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother – we acknowledge your 

experience.  

 

To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of motherhood – 

we are better for having you in our midst. 

 

To those who have aborted children – we remember them and you on this day. 

 

To those who are single and long to be married and mothering your own children – we mourn 

that life has not turned out the way you longed for it to be. 

 

To those who are stepmoms – we walk with you on these complex paths. 

 

To those who envisioned lavishing love on their grandchildren – yet that dream is not to be – we 

grieve with you. 

 

To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year – we grieve and rejoice with you.  

 

To those who placed children for adoption – we commend you for your selflessness and 

remember how you hold that child in your heart. 

 

And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising – we anticipate with 

you.  

 

This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for the faint of heart, and we have real 

warriors in our midst. We remember you.  

 

 

I personally want to add two more to Amy Young’s list:  

• Military wives and moms – I remember them from all over Warner Robins, GA. 

• Moms who have children in prison – may God give you grace and peace.  

 

 

There are many, many emotions running through all of us today!  

• We have faithful legacy moms here today – they’ve been following Christ for years. 

• We have brand new, young, moms today – like the one Carrie and I met last week. 

o Came, alone with her newborn. Never been here before. 

o Overwhelmed by the size of the building and wasn’t sure where to go. 

o Thank God for the hospitality and kind heart of some of our folks to see her, help 

her…and for Amber who met here and said, “Please come and sit with me!”  

 

Longtime, exemplary, faithful women – thank you! We need you!  

Brand new, confused, intimidated and not even sure what to do next women – bless you! You’re 

welcome here, too!  
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FACT. The only hope we have is in Jesus! He is the hope of our life, marriage, children, family, 

church, and nation! It’s Jesus alone!  

 

 

First, let’s remember the Sinful Woman who was Forgiven (Luke 7:36-50).  

• Jesus is in the home of Simon the Pharisee.  

• Everyone is reclining around the table having dinner. 

• A “sinful woman” pours expensive perfume on Jesus. 

o She heard Jesus was there and goes straight to him. 

o She washed his feet with her tears. 

o She wiped his feet with her hair…she was kissing his feet.  

• Simon the Pharisee said  “If Jesus knew what kind of woman this was…no way!”  

 

Then Jesus tells Simon the Pharisee and the guests a parable: 

• Two men owed their lender money. 

• One owed 500 denarii, the other owed 50 denarii.  

• Neither man could pay his debt…so the creditor canceled both their debts. 

• Q: Which of them would love the creditor more?  

• A: The one who owed the greatest debt! The one who needed more forgiveness.  

 

 

LESSONS 

a. The greater the sin, the more beautiful the repentance and grace.  

b. May our love/affection for Jesus be the overflow of our personal recognition that we are 

nothing without Him!  

 

May we humbly acknowledge our need for Jesus’ forgiveness (we must repent). 

May we cry out for Jesus’ help to change us (we must put our faith in Him).  

 

 

Second, let’s consider the Women of Varying Backgrounds who Followed Jesus (Luke 8:1-

3). The Scripture tells us that Jesus traveled proclaiming the good news of God’s Kingdom  

and numerous women followed Him.  

 

Mary Magdalene followed Jesus.  

• She originally had seven demons – wow! 

• Imagine the pain, embarrassment, and shame.  

• Imagine her mom, her family, and how they dealt with her reputation.  

 

Yet Mary Magdalene had a glorious transformation when she met Christ.  

• She paid her own way to travel with him. 

• She lingered with Christ at the cross. 

• One of the first to arrive at the empty tomb on Easter Sunday. 

• She didn’t start well…but praise God…she finished well! 
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Joanna followed him, a leader in Herod’s palace – without much support at home/work.  

• Jesus' ministry was not just to the poor, and the down and out. 

o At his burial – rich men – Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus. 

• Jesus’ ministry had support from: men, women, children, religious, poor, and across the 

social statuses/classes. 

 

 

Joanna met Christ and followed Him.  

• She got new friends.  

• She got a new circle of fellowship. 

 

 

Susanna met Jesus – and all we know about her is: 

• She followed Jesus. 

• She supported him out of her own means.  

• If you’re gonna be known…best way to be known…is for being a follower of Jesus! 

 

 

 

So fundamentally, what is the pattern we see being developed in Luke 7-8?  

 

1. The women who followed Jesus have a past. 

a. Own it. 

b. Let it be part of your testimony. 

 

2. The women’s past is no match for God’s grace. 

a. Prostitute. 

b. Demon-possessed. 

c. Leader in the king’s palace. 

 

3. They believed Christ was worth following  they were all in.  

a. They bought in with their time, money, and commitment.  

 

 

 

CONCL. You know how you have experiences that mark you? The unforgettable ones that 

simply stay with you forever?  

• Words below from Sheela George, who raised four children in a Christian home in India. 

• One of her sons, Daniel, is my close friend from seminary. 

• India is a very difficult place right now (religious persecution) (politics) (poverty) 

(Covid).  

 

 

I remember asking Mrs. Sheela, “Can you tell me your advice on raising such godly children in a 

culture that has little to no respect for your Christian faith?” This is what she told me –  
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1. Tell them about the one, true God as early as possible in their life.  

a. The world will introduce them to many other “gods”  

b. 330 million gods/goddesses in India.  

 

2. They must see your faith lived out. No hypocrisy. Children are smart enough to see 

through your double standard.  

 

3. Share your faith experiences. Talk openly about provision, miracles, healings, and 

answered prayers in your family. Always give God the credit.  

a. It will build your kids faith.  

b. It will teach your kids to trust in God in both the good and bad times. 

 

4. Be faithful to your church. Immerse yourself in life with people in your church. 

 

5. Know your children’s circle of friends very well. Who are your children with at all times?  

 

6. Be a close-knit family.  

a. Listen to their stories and details from their school day.  

b. Give them confidence/freedom to share anything with you.  

c. Avoid keeping secrets. 

d. Be transparent. 

 

7. Develop mutual trust. Show them you trust/believe in them. They will reciprocate. 

 

8. Be intentional/purposeful. Do your kids understand your vision for life? Do you have a 

mission as a family? What do your children believe is the most important thing in your 

life? 

 

9. Ask God to help you practice biblical values in the day-in, day-out grind of life. 

 

 

 

 


