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INTRO. 
 
 
Background. It’s important for you to know, that all around the world today à Christians are 
celebrating “Palm Sunday.”  

• Palm Sunday is the official kick-off to Holy Week, or the week before Easter.  
• Palm Sunday commemorates the day that Jesus officially entered Jerusalem for the final 

time…before his crucifixion on the cross and resurrection from the tomb 2,000 years ago. 
 
 
Q: The question we must answer today is this à how did we get here, to Palm Sunday, 
according to the timeline of the Bible?  

• Adam and Eve, like the entire human race, were made in the image of God (Gen 1:27). 
• Adam and Eve enjoyed close fellowship with God – they walked with God in the 

coolness of the day (Gen 3:8). 
 
But sadly, Adam and Eve sinned. They broke God’s rule. They ate of the forbidden fruit.  

• Sin banished them from God’s presence.  
• Sin made them feel alienated and vulnerable.  

 
Life grew complicated for Adam and Eve.  

• For Eve: childbirth would be difficult…and the tension over “control” with Adam. 
• For Adam: work, labor, sweat…with fields…and seasons…that didn’t cooperate.  

 
The Bible says: they were naked and ashamed.  

• They knew something was terribly wrong. 
• Alienation. Banishment.  

 
Gen 3:7 à They sewed fig leaves together to try and cover themselves…they were ashamed!  

• They were lost and broken.  
• They couldn’t fix the problem themselves! 

 
 
But here’s where the Palm Sunday significance really begins to take shape. 

• Gen 3:21, And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins to cover Adam and Eve.  
• This was the pre-cursor to what became known as the Old Testament sacrificial system.  

 
Something had to die…blood had to be shed…an animal was executed (sacrificed).  

• It was usually a ram, a lamb, a calf, or a bull. 
• The priest would take the animal’s blood and sprinkle it on the altar.  
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Leviticus 17:11, For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have appointed it to you to make 
atonement on the altar for your lives, since it is the lifeblood that makes atonement.  
 
In this process of sacrifice and the shedding of blood –  

• God accepted the sacrifice as payment for sin.  
• The people’s sins are forgiven.  
• Their consciences are clean for a period of time. 

 
But the problem? The people couldn’t permanently stop sinning. 

• No one could live perfectly.  
• You were happy about your forgiveness…until you sinned again.  

 
 
This is the perpetual cycle of the Old Testament covenant à  
Hope…brokenness…repentance…mercy.  

• But all my victories are temporary. My victories are short-term (because I sin again).  
• Sin in the OT was not being permanently dealt with.  

 
 
But enter, now, the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
For example, John the Baptist, the first time he laid eyes on Jesus the Messiah, said – 

• John 1:29, Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
Heb 9:11-12, But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come…he 
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves, but by 
means of his own blood, thus securing eternal redemption.  
 
What does the Gospel mean? It means, that in Christ, all my needs are met. What I could never 
do in my own strength – praise God – the mighty Lord Jesus has done it on my behalf. 
 
In the OT à my victories are temporary…because my sin is permanent. 
With the Gospel à my sin/pain are temporary…and my victory is permanent.  
 
 
So what does Palm Sunday mean? It’s the picture of Jesus, triumphantly, yet humbly, entering 
Jerusalem on a donkey, to save people who could literally find salvation in no one else!  

• Palm Sunday is Jesus becoming the Lamb. 
• Palm Sunday is Jesus paying the price. 
• Palm Sunday is Jesus preparing to shed his own blood.  
• Palm Sunday means Jesus was moving people from alienation to salvation. 

 
Last week, we examined Paul’s take on the majesty of Christ from Col 1:15-20.  

• One of the most beautiful passages in the Bible. 
• It’s literally all about Jesus. 
• Jesus is the Lord-God. Lord over creation. Lord over the church. Lord over you and me. 
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And moving from Col 1:15-20, where Paul was meditating out loud about Jesus…which then 
caused him to immediately reflect upon his own (and the Colossians) unworthiness!  
 
VV 15-20 à this is who Jesus is, and what Jesus did.  
 
VV 21-29 à this is why Jesus did it à to reconcile sinners with God!  
 
 
 
First, notice that Col 1:21 describes your life before Jesus stepped in. 
 
You were alienated. You were off or away. You were estranged. You were unable to participate.  

• Broken off. 
• You were estranged from God.  
• You previously knew him…but now you don’t know him in fellowship anymore.   

 
You were hostile in mind. Your imagination was bad. You were in deep thought about your own 
way. You think that you, as the student, know more than the teacher!  
 
You were doing evil deeds. Hurtful. Evil. Flows from character that has become toxic/poisoned. 

• Degenerate. 
• From a word where we get the word, “diseased.”  
• You are doing things your life/body were not made to do!  

 
 
FACT. The Gospel wasn’t sweet to you…because sin was still worth pursuing for you. Sin was 
still fun!  
 
FACT. Christians need to remember how we were before we met Christ.  

• Paul never got over where he was when God met him. 
• Some disciples argue over, “who is the best Christian?”  
• But Paul called himself – the chief sinner (1 Tim 1:15). 

 
 
Important lesson for people saved as young children (early in life) – never stop thinking about 
what you would have been without Jesus.  

• Ecclesiastes 12:1 
• But for the grace of God…there go I. 
• God’s keeping grace is just as remarkable as God’s saving grace.  

 
 
Second, notice that Col 1:22 describes your life now that Jesus has stepped in!  
 
He has reconciled you. To compound…to bring together…to reestablish favor.  

• It’s similar to the picture of welding.  
• To bring something together with strength…to make it one/whole again.  
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Through his body of flesh. Paul is deliberately, intentionally using these words “body/flesh.”  
• The Gnostic heresy – all flesh/matter was evil. “It couldn’t be god!” They said.  
• So Paul is speaking about the literal, historical, personal, physical “Jesus.” 

o He really existed.  
o And His body really proved something!  

 
Surely there were those present in Colossae who never saw the physical body of Jesus. 

• They needed the eyes of faith. 
• Just like us today, 2000 years later – we need the eyes of faith. 

 
ILLUS: Elgin Baylor – died this past week at age 86. Underappreciated star basketball player of 
the LA Lakers. 

• A whole generation never saw his greatness… 
• He was playing before TV/media was at every game. “Footage is lacking…” 
• But those that saw him – wow – he was Jordan and Lebron before Jordan and Lebron! 

 
Paul is intentionally saying – Jesus came…Jesus sacrificed his life…his life really achieved 
something.  
 
John 20:29, Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet still believe.  
 
John 20:31, But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 
1 John 1:1, That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life.  
 
 
And now – through the life of Jesus – God wants to present you: 

• Holy à sacred, consecrated, belonging exclusively to God.  
• Faultless à no blemishes, no spots, no stains – literally perfect. 
• Blameless à it means above reproach.  

 
 
This is what God, through Jesus – wants to achieve in your life/behavior as a believer:  
(ILLUS: had the privilege to speak to a group of FBCW HS ministry about this this past week) 

• Not perfect. But it does mean consistent. The actual word means “square”! 
• It means Christians shouldn’t say one thing in public, but live another way in private.  
• There must be a consistency of behavior. When no one is watching...when everyone is 

watching. 
• To not bring shame or disgrace upon your testimony. 
• It means: don’t allow habits or behaviors that will be a poor reflection of Christ.  
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Third, let us see that Col 1:23 explains our new goal as believers, through Jesus, for the rest 
of our lives. 

• In a word – it is the picture of perseverance.  
• Let us daily set our eyes on Him! 
• Let us daily aspire to look more like Him: character, word, deed, action!  
• Phil 3:14, Press on (Pursue) as our goal the prize of the of the upward call of God.  

 
Let us remain grounded. (picture from agriculture or construction) 

• This is the picture of a tree. "Remain grounded…”  
• Or pillars of a home/building that go deep into the ground. “Remain grounded…”  

 
Let us be steadfast in the faith. (picture from athletics or even physical nature) 

• As surely as morning and evening…sun and stars.  
• As surely as an athlete will keep running the race and not quit.  
• Let us be persistent…ever steady/walking…in our faith.  

 
Let us not be shifted away from the hope of the gospel.  

• This is the picture of picking up your anchor and the boat begins to drift.  
• Keep your faith anchored deep in Christ…deep in the Word. 
• If you pick up your anchor…you will drift!  

 
 
1:23 and 1:27 à This Gospel is for everyone! 

• Everyone under heaven…can call on God and be saved/changed. 
• “The Gentiles” – this Gospel reaches the furthest outsiders. 

 
1:23 and 1:25 à Christians are servants of this Gospel. 

• The power is not us! 
• The power is the Gospel. 
• A God that loves us like this…deserves to be Master…we are servants! 

 
1:24 and 1:29 à For Paul, this Gospel message was even worth personal, physical suffering!  

• Colossians is a prison epistle!  
• Paul speaks of the suffering/labor for the Gospel. 
• Not a complaint…but a joy that he gets to stand in solidarity with Christ.  

 
 
And Col 1:26-28 provides the real heart of our Palm Sunday message… 

• The hidden mystery has now been revealed…which is simply à God’s unfolding plan of 
redemption through our Messiah/Jesus.  

• Christ in you…this is the hope of glory! Jesus came for you.  
• We proclaim HIM (Jesus) so that every person might reach maturity. 

o It’s not about just making a profession of faith. 
o It’s about moving into maturity as a believer (not remaining in infancy!)  
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Big Idea. What’s So Great About the Gospel? à I once was lost, but now I’m found, because 
Jesus died in my place to give me life. 
 
 
Question – do you remember what it was like to be lost?  
 

• Maybe you remain lost right now!  
• Maybe you’ve subtly forgotten where you were before Jesus. 

 
 
Question – have you ever thought about these words in the Gospel message? I don’t mean to 
be overly personal…but it’s the picture of divorce and remarriage. 
 

• Because of sin, I was alienated (detached, broken away) from Jesus. 
• But Jesus has reconciled me through his death on the cross.  

 
 
Question – are you continuing what began at the moment of your conversion? Which is: 
persevering in Christ, until you achieve maturity and Christlikeness in every area of your life?  
 
1:23 à stable, steadfast, not shifted away. 
1:28 à until I am presented mature in Christ!  


