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INTRO. I have made many mistakes in my life! I am sure you have, too.   
 
But this is a sober word: the most dangerous mistake we can ever make is to depreciate, or 
undervalue, the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

• God forbid we ever devalue or undermine His name, His glory, His majesty.  
 
Commandment #3 from Exod 20:7, “Do not misuse the name of the Lord…do not take the name 
of the Lord in vain.”  
 
FACT. We don’t talk about Jesus too much! We don’t love him too much! We can’t fully 
worship Him to the degree that He deserves! We don’t give, pray, or serve too much.  
 
Jesus is Indescribable…but yet we are still supposed to talk about Him.  
Jesus is Incomprehensible…but yet we are still supposed to learn all we can about Him. 
Jesus is Inexhaustible…but yet our lives should be spent glorying in His name.  
 
Today’s text is one of the most beautiful sections in all of the Bible. Paul gets emotionally and 
spiritually wrapped up in this vivid description of who Jesus is – and he basically says this to his 
Colossian friends (in a very worshipful moment) –  
 
Jesus is the revelation of God…because He is God.  
Everything in the world is “before” Jesus…His eyes are on it all. 
Everything exists because Jesus made it.  
All of creation is held together because Jesus keeps it running.  
Jesus is the Leader of the Movement called the Christian Church. 
Jesus’ life from the grave…guarantees our personal victory.  
By your blood, Jesus, all that is wrong with us – is made right forever!  
 
 
Background. There was clearly some growing threat to the overall health of the young 
Colossian church. When you read all four chapters of Colossians…you’ll see Paul’s theme 
emerge: 

• Righteous living for Christ…flows from the correct doctrinal/theological understanding 
of Christ.  

• We will ultimately behave in such a way as to reflect our beliefs. 
• Belief drives behavior.  

 
We are not altogether sure what the specific heresy, or doctrinal error was, that Paul was dealing 
with as he writes to this young church.  
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Some think it was Gnosticism. A view that taught the world was created by an inferior god, that 
the material world is evil, and in some cases, asceticism should be practiced. 

• Weak god…bad world…so we must willingly torture ourselves. 
 
Some think the heresy was more related to a form of Jewish mysticism. Perhaps a shaman-like 
spiritual leader had risen that was leading the people away from a correct view of Christ and the 
Gospel. Emphasis was being put on tradition…or angels…or spirits…or folk theology. 
 
Therefore, when Paul hears of any teaching that devalues Christ and fails to appreciate the 
personal transformation that Christ brings to His people…Paul writes this letter of warning and 
encouragement.  
 
Instead of chasing down the bogus lies…Paul instead chooses to focus on the truth:  
Christ is supreme! Christ is Lord above all other gods! Christ is the hero that will triumph over 
all history!  
 
 
In our day, there are many misunderstandings about Christ. Here are some of the most 
common objections to Christianity:  

• Jesus is a great moral teacher…but I will live however I think is best. 
• I don’t think I’m that bad of a sinner…I’m basically a good person.  
• Just because something is true for you, doesn’t mean it is true for me.  
• I think Jesus was a great philosopher…but did he really rise from the grave? Come on! 
• Maybe someday I’ll believe in him…but not now, I’m not ready yet. 
• Christianity just isn’t relevant to my life. I sort of do my own thing. 
• There are too many Christian hypocrites out there. I don’t believe their religion is true. 

 
 
Col 1:15-20 has been called the mountaintop of Christology. It’s some of the sweetest, strongest 
language in all the Bible about the supremacy of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• Some think it was an early church poem. Others say an early church song.  
 
Here’s what we know about Paul à as sin sought a foothold in the early church…Paul knew the 
key to stopping it was the renewed focus on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Summary statement of Col 1:15-18: Paul did his best to describe the unsurpassed glory of 
Jesus Christ in relationship to everything else: deity, creation, the church, and you and me.  
 
 
First, who is Jesus Christ in relation to God? (v 15 and v 19).  
Notice the language of 1:15, “He is the image of the invisible God.”  
Notice the language of 1:19, “All the fullness of God dwells in him…” 
 
FACT. We know about God, because we are all made in His image. 

• But our understanding of God is marred because of our sin nature.  
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There once was fellowship and intimacy between God and people à Adam and Eve.  
• But sin banished them from Eve and from God’s presence.  

 
Now, because of sin à we only have partial knowledge of who God is. 

• Yes, we are made in God’s image. But there is a part of us we cannot fix.  
 
We see God in general revelation à through creation and our conscience.  

• Who made the stars (creation)? 
• How do I know it’s wrong to steal (conscience)?  

 
But yet à there is a very present brokenness within us that we cannot fix by ourselves. 
 
1 Cor 13:12, For now, we see only a reflection as in a mirror (we see through the glass dimly).  
 
 
FACT. Because of God’s exceeding glory – His holiness – we can’t fully know God or relate to 
God apart from the saving grace of Christ. 

• ILLUS: like looking up at the sun…or wearing special glasses during an eclipse.  
 
If we were to behold the holiness of God the Father – we’d die. His glory would consume us.  

• Exod 33:20, No man can see God and live.  
• Moses was only able to see God’s back…from the cleft of the rock…to survive!  

 
 
But 2,000 years ago – 

• Gal 4:4-5, When the time came to completion, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  

 
• John 1:14, The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory 

as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
Christ is the image of the invisible God à the copy, the statue, the likeness, the essence, the 
resemblance.  
 
Who is Jesus Christ? He is God’s Son. He is God. He is God in a way that we humans can 
understand.  

• Christ is the God we can see!  
• Come and see him…come take a look.  
• He’s real…approachable…knowable…relatable…  

 
1 John 1:1, What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we have observed and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life.  
 
And note – God’s fullness dwells in Christ. Jesus was not partially God…or a little bit of God. 
Jesus was altogether God in the flesh. He is God incarnate!  

• Jesus: literally God himself dwelling in Human form (we call it the hypostatic union).  
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Second, who is Jesus Christ in relation to Creation? (vv 15b-17). Notice the end of Col 1:15,  
“Christ is the firstborn of all creation.” 
 
This does not mean that Christ had a literal beginning as the world had a literal, created 
beginning. We know Jesus is God and eternally pre-existed with God His Father in eternity past. 
 
John 1:1-3, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him. All things were created 
through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created.  
 
“Firstborn” = means the rights and privileges of rank in the household.  

• Jesus was His Father’s representative and heir…the management of the whole world was 
assigned to Him!  

 
“In heaven” – as far as you can imagine “out there.” Each star that burns – He made it!  
 
“On earth” – as deep as you can fathom “down here.” Every atom on every cell on every 
organism – Jesus knows all about it.  

• Jesus is big enough to realize your hopes/dreams…AND… 
• Jesus is personal enough to care deeply/personally about your concerns/fears.  

 
“Visible and invisible” – literally every physical king of every political state…they will all give 
an account to Jesus.  

• And the spiritual, fallen angels – every fallen being – Jesus is Lord over them, too. 
• In the Gospels, the demons feared the name, “Jesus.”  

 
V17, Not only is He Creator…He is also Sustainer. The unity, the meaning of the universe…it 
all owes its order to Jesus Christ the Lord.  

• He holds the earth together. The earth consists or “exists” continuously because of Jesus.  
• The days…the seasons…the galaxies…it all holds together because of His power.  

 
Christ is the unifying principle of all creation. He is the personal sustainer of all creation.  
 
Christ is the cohesion of the world. It’s a cosmos…and not a chaos…because of Christ.  
 
 
Third, who is Jesus Christ in relation to the Church? (v 18 and v 20).  
“He is the head of the body, the church.”  

• He is the Chief. He is the Leader of the movement! 
• He is the Source of the church’s life/sustenance.  

 
Matt 16:18, On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.  
 
It can mean two things here, about Christ being the Head Leader of the Church:  

1. Literally as the physical head is to the human body. 
2. It can also mean the head of a political state (President, CEO, Governor, etc.)  
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“Christ is firstborn from the dead” à he’s the first one in a long line of people to be resurrected 
from the cemetery.  
 
John 14:19, Jesus said, “Because I live, you too, shall live.”  
 
Because He Lives, I can face tomorrow. Because He lives, all fear is gone. 
Because I know…oh oh…He holds the future. And life is worth a living just because He lives 
 
May He come to have first place in everything à My friends: it’s church, when Jesus is the one 
being honored. It’s church, when Christ is the focal point.  

• When it’s 2 or 3…when it’s thousands…the point is this: 
• It’s not a gathering of the Church à if Christ is not the one being exalted. 
• But if Christ is the one being exalted…Jesus, because He is victorious…the Church will 

also be guaranteed victory, too.  
 
Q: How can we be guaranteed that Jesus is the Leader of the Church?  
A: Because He paid the price, with His own blood, to purchase the church (see Col 1:20).  
 
I love the word “reconciliation” – it means two parties, severed, have now come back together 
in a peaceful accord.  
 

• Because of sin…I was alienated from God.  
• Because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross…I was reconciled (brought back) into 

fellowship with God.  
 
Christ…and Christ alone…is my access to stand before the throne of God.  
 
If we were to die today…if we were to stand before God in judgment today… 

• Literally there is only one name…only one word, that provides salvation (Acts 4:12).  
• I trust in the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, shed on the cross for me!  

 
 
Fourth, who is Jesus Christ in relationship to me? Only you, personally, can answer this for 
yourself. No one else can answer on your behalf.   
 
FACT. In relation to God…Jesus is God’s Son…Jesus is God Himself. He is God. 
FACT. In relation to Creation…Jesus is the Lord of all the heavens and the earth. He is Creator.  
FACT. In relation to the Church…Jesus is the Leader of the church. He is Lord.  
 
But personally…who is Jesus in relationship to you?  
 
Adrian Rogers, “If I could take him out of my heart, and put him in your heart, you’d never want 
to let him go.” à do you feel that way about Jesus?  
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Big Idea. Jesus Christ is Lord of all, and therefore, may His glory be reflected in every part of 
my life.  
 
 
Application – Honestly ask yourself this question – “Does Jesus have absolute supremacy in my 
life?”  

• My time? My talent?  
• My relationships? My reputation?  
• My money?  

 
 
Application – If I were asked this question, “Who is Jesus Christ to you?” What would you say?  

• How personal would it be for you? 
• How fresh and meaningful would it be for you?  
• (ILLUS: when you meet your heroes…or the one who rescued you…)  

 
 
Application – When we speak, sing, or write about Jesus – let’s give him our best words!  

• Speak with reverence! 
• Sing with passion!  
• When I use his name…let it be worshipful, and not derogatory.  

 
 
Phil 2:9-11, For this reason, God highly exalted him, and gave him the name that is above every 
other name, so that at the name of Jesus – every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth – and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father 
 
 
 
 


