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Title: Above All: What Should we Pray for the Church?  
Text: Colossians 1:9-14 
Date: March 14, 2021 at FBCW 
 
 
INTRO. There are many things that I pray for my life, family, and church.  
But today I am encouraged that Paul gives us a specific snapshot of what he prayed for his 
spiritual family…and why he prayed it. 
 
 
Background. The Gospel arrived in the city of Colossae through Epaphras (Col 1:7). 

• The small group of new converts to Christianity experienced an initial burst of success 
and growth (Col 1:3-8).  

 
But Paul knew that difficulty would come to this young, growing church. Keep in mind that Paul 
himself was writing this letter to them while he was in prison in Rome (Col 4:10).  

• The devil hates Christian growth.  
• The Colossian letter from Paul addresses a litany of things: errors, false doctrines, 

confusion, what it means to actually live out the Christian life, etc.  
 
 
LESSON. When we say “yes” to faith in Christ à the enemy seeks to say “no” to us.  
 
If the New Testament teaches us anything in the letters of Paul, it is this: 

• Christians can expect adversity. 
• Christians must know that Christ has/will overcome.  

 
In Col 1:3-8, Paul told the Colossians à You heard the Gospel…you got saved…you started 
growing. And this is wonderful! 

 
But now what?  
 
In Col 1:9-14, Paul encourages them with his prayer. May you spend your remaining days on 
earth, as children of God, doing the following things: 

• Knowing the Lord. 
• Obeying the Lord. 
• Joyously persevering in the Lord.  

 
ILLUS: marriages last when married people lovingly/selflessly do through the years the things 
that first drew them together in their earliest days.  

• Listening to each other…learning each other…serving each other…loving each other. 
 
 
Spiritual growth is not necessarily adding things or doing new things…it is an ongoing 
commitment to master the simple/basic things.  

• Jesus said to fisherman, tax collectors, and simple Galileans two words, “Follow me.”  
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Summary statement of Col 1:9-14. à In light of their conversion to Christ, Paul prayed the 
Colossians would know God’s will and obey Him.  
 
We might say it like this à You have come into the Lord’s salvation. Now you must:  

• Know what you have…and know Who has you. 
• Obey His Word…and see the good works, and the new fruit, that He produces in you. 
• Rely upon His strength to joyously endure in the faith for the rest of your life. 

 
ILLUS: this morning I am baptizing sweet Emma Clayman, age 7. Her dad has become a good 
friend of mine. 

• God willing, Emma will have many years (a lifetime) to serve the Lord.  
• Her parents won’t see every moment…nor me or the church…of her many, long years. 
• But God is with her. God’s Spirit and strength are available to her.  

 
 
In Col 1: 9-11, Paul prayed for their knowledge, obedience, and perseverance. And Paul could 
pray this with confidence.  
 
Because in Col 1:12-14, Paul thanked God for what He already knew the Colossians had:  

• God has enabled us (v 12). 
• God has promised us an inheritance (v 12).  
• God has rescued us from darkness (v 13). 
• God has transferred us into Christ’s kingdom (v 13).  
• Christ has redeemed us (v 14).  
• Christ has forgiven us (v 14).  

 
The verbs here are holistic, complete, and defining. Christ is with you NOW. Christ has secured 
your FUTURE. Christ has permanently separated you from your PAST. 
 
So therefore, how could you not spend time in prayer to a God like this?  
 
 
First, Paul prayed that they would know the Lord (1:9). We are asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of His will.  
 
There is a plethora of options around us in terms of our time, money, choices, etc. So the 
question becomes: 
 
How will I live my life? What will I do with what I’ve been given?  

• World: what makes me Rich? Attractive? Famous? Happy? 
 
But for CHRs, something else is in play. What does God say? What is God’s will?  
 
Q: What do we mean by the will of God? 
A: God’s perfect plan, based on His Word, of who I’m to be, and what I’m to do, in any 
situation.  
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FACT. God has a will! God knows what is best! God has great plans for me. His plans are best! 
• Therefore, I must seek to know Him. 

 
Jer 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” this is the Lord’s declaration. Plans for your 
well-being, not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 
 
Psalm 25:4, Make your ways known to me, Lord; teach me your paths. 
 
Psalm 40:8, I delight to do your will, my God, and your instruction is deep within me. 
 
 
Now notice the text (Col 1:9) gives us two key ways we go about walking in God’s Will:  
 
There is wisdom. Wisdom = thoughtful character; the correct application of knowledge. 

• If Knowledge is the what. Then Wisdom is the how.  
• ILLUS: knowledge: tomatoes are a fruit; wisdom: don’t put them in a fruit salad. 

 
In short, to walk in wisdom means: you are applying/living what you know to be true. 
 
 
There is understanding. Understanding = to comprehend, to consider, to put together.  

• Understanding means, in light of all that you know, you are compelled to act in a certain, 
appropriate way. It’s related to maturity. 

• ILLUS: understanding is like putting the pieces of a puzzle together. 
 
 
May God help us know His will! May God help us seek/embrace His wisdom and understanding. 
 
Prov 8:32-33, And now, sons, listen to me; those who keep my ways are happy. Listen to 
instruction and be wise; don’t ignore it.  
 
 
Second, Paul prayed that they would obey the Lord (v 10). So that you may walk worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to Him. 
 
Notice the language of 1:10 à Walk worthy of the Lord. 

• Walk = Jewish metaphor for how you travel the path. It means “how” you live, 
practically speaking.  

• “To walk” – how you behave, how you get somewhere.  
 
“Worthy of the Lord” – no hypocrisy, no false advertising; purity of conduct, consistency.  
 
Phil 1:27, Just one thing: As citizens of heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
 
“To please God” – this means to remember our audience of One!  

• When Jesus was baptized, “This is my Son, in whom I’m well pleased…”  
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1 Thess 4:1, We encourage you in the Lord Jesus, that as you have received instruction from us 
on how you should live and please God – as you are doing – do this even more.  
 
ILLUS: my morning prayer from John RW Stott, “Heavenly Father, I pray this day that I would 
live in your presence and please you more and more…”  
 
 
“Fruit bearing and good works” – this means the spiritual fruit that will be present in the life of 
a believer due to the power of Christ.  

• Gal 5:22-23, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control.  

• John 15:4-5, Jesus is the Vine. We are the Branches…in Him we bear fruit. 
• Psalm 1:3, He is like a tree planted…that bears fruit in its season.  

 
Q: What does God want from me?  
A: He wants my “yes” to obedience….and then He does “all” the rest. 
 
My responsibility? Obedience. – And God’s responsibility? The results.  
 
Fruit à fragile, seasonal.  
Fruit à must be cared for, must be nurtured. Fruit needs attention.  
Garden/Vineyard à A daily project….for your whole life.  

• Obedience is not just one decision…it is thousands of decisions for the rest of your life.  
• But it flows from one key decision – I must obey God!  

 
 
Third, Paul prayed that they would joyously persevere in the Lord (v 11). Strengthened with 
all power…that you may have great endurance…and patience and joy.  
 
FACT. The race before us is long. It requires endurance and patience.  
 
Notice what 1:11 is saying – 

• God provides ALL of His: strength, power, and might. 
• So that I might walk in: endurance, patience, and joy. 

 
 
The Christian life means this à in light of the Lord Jesus, I intend to honor and maintain a 
certain standard for the rest of my life.  
 
This is easier said than done. It is difficult in a world that is increasingly hostile to the things of 
God!  
 
In this Christian life, we have three things constantly working against us: 

• World: the secular system that doesn’t have a Christian worldview. 
• Flesh: the personal sin nature I’m always fighting against.  
• Devil: the spiritual force of evil against me. 
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But this is my hope! 
• God has given me ALL I need. 
• So I will persevere. I will not quit. I will remember, with joy, I am destined to win!  

 
 
 
Big Idea. Let us pray to know God, and obey God, faithfully, for the rest of our lives.  
 
When you get saved (born again) – the rest of your life is the journey of growing in 
Christlikeness. 
 
ILLUS: if someone were drowning in a lake…or in a burning house fire…the rescue is critical. 
But the rescue is NOT the finish line. It’s the starting line. 

• The victim is then rushed to the ambulance/hospital to receive full treatment. 
• The victim recovering and getting stronger is the goal! 

 
 
 
Today we must decide: 

• Have we ever been rescued from sin? 
• And in light of the rescue…where am I headed? How am I recovering? Am I getting 

stronger? 
 
And the way we get stronger is by knowing God, obeying God, and joyously persevering in 
Him!  
 

1. How do we know His will?  
a. The Word…and…Prayer. 
b. Following the advice of the godliest people we know. 
c. Waiting on God for his will to “flow” (when God’s in it, we don’t force it).  

 
2. How can we obey Him?  

a. Ask your friends – do you see spiritual growth in me?  
b. Am I growing in personal holiness?  
c. In my walk – is God being pleased? … Is there obvious spiritual fruit?  

 
 
Heb 12:2, Keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay 
before him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 
 
 
 


