
Week Nine
b l e s s e d  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  p e r s e c u t e d

“ Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, 

 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:10

There are things in life we will avoid at all costs. Many of us will avoid a red light by 
accelerating suddenly at the sight of a yellow light. Some will avoid leg day when lifting 
weights because of the fear of having “noodle-legs.” Others will avoid the dentist like the 
plague. Some of us will avoid pain at all costs. In order for us to understand the truth that 
Jesus is teaching in this passage, we will need to flip our perspective.   

Jesus is saying that persecution can come even as we pursue righteousness. This can be a 
difficult concept for us to grasp. Worldly logic would say that the more I pursue righteous 
living, the more my world will be content and peaceable. Jesus is saying however, that 
persecution from righteous living is a grace received for the believer that will ultimately re-
fine them to become more like him. We see this in the life of the disciples. As they pursued 
righteousness; they experienced trials, persecution and even death.   

R o b b y  L e w i s



Persecution is something that is often feared; but we see in Scripture and in the lives of 
many of our brothers and sisters in Christ that it can be something that is accepted and 
even embraced. Paul says in Philippians 1:21, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” He is seeing Christ like the psalmist who said God was, “that which my soul longs 
for.” The same is true of martyred missionary Jim Elliot who said, “He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” Because of the faithfulness, obe-
dience, and persecution of Jim and four other missionaries, an unreached people group 
in the jungles of Ecuador now worships the name of Jesus.   

What the Apostle Paul and Jim Elliot ultimately had was a focus on the goal. Hebrews 12 
tells us to “look to Jesus”, because He is the goal. We must turn our thoughts, affections, 
lives, and goals to Jesus. We must see that Jesus is not a means to an end, He is the end! 
When we can keep our eyes fixed on Jesus (the pursuit of righteousness), no longer will 
we fear persecution for righteousness sake. Instead, we will learn the same things our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who have been persecuted have learned; Jesus is our fulfill-
ment. Nothing is to be feared when God is for us.   



Questions

Reflect

1. Have you been looking elsewhere for fulfillment?   

2. Has your pursuit of righteousness been stalled by fear or poor perspective?   

3. Take the opportunity today to think of one way you can better fix your eyes on Jesus 

and live with the eternity in mind.  




