
Week Six
b l e s s e d  a r e  t h e  m e r c i f u l

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy.”

Matthew 5:7

At the age of 46, on February 24, 1994 I met my Savior. God used what I thought was my prow-
ess in business and turned it against me. He took me to the cross. Only then was I able to see the 
actions of a merciful God. I had been a horrible, selfish and prideful man. I was a drunk, a liar and 
mostly good for nothing. I was not aware of it because my eyes were blind to His righteousness. 
God overwhelmed me with His mercy that day. I certainly didn’t deserve it. I should’ve suffered 
greatly for all the hurt I had cast on so many. My sweet wife was the recipient of my hurt on many 
occasions. Yet she was always faithful and prayed consistently for God to bring me to my knees. 
He heard her prayers and extended mercy through Jesus. 
Mercy defined is to receive an act of love for something you did not deserve, but then not receiving 
what you actually should have deserved. A sinful act followed by a response from a loving God 
that shows His eternal love for man. 
The earliest act of mercy shown is in Genesis 3:21, “Also for Adam and his wife, the Lord God made 
leather garments, with which He clothed them.” Instead of leaving them to fend for themselves, He 
clothed them. His act of mercy protected them from the brutal environment outside of the Garden 
of Eden.

B y :  A l  M c M i l l a n



Charles Spurgeon preached on this Beatitude, saying, “here the man has gone beyond mere 
righteousness—he has risen beyond the seeking of that which is right into the seeking of that which 
is good, and kind, and generous, and the doing of kindly things towards his fellow man.” 
The one showing kindness now is the one who remembers being needy, poor, broken, and sinful.
God’s abundance of mercy has been etched into our new lives in Christ. We cannot ignore those 
in need, those who insult us, hurt us or hate us. We must demonstrate the love of Christ in merciful 
actions, freely giving to those that have yet to know Him that they might turn from their ways and 
follow Christ.
Think about the mountains of sin you’ve accumulated. Now ask, “Can I ever repay this debt?” 
The answer is “I can never repay this debt.” This was paid only through the blood of Christ. He 
defines mercy, having given up His life for us that we may not suffer what we deserve. By inviting 
Him into our hearts, we receive His mercy for eternity. Do we demonstrate this life of mercy that 
Christ wants in our lives? 



Questions:

Reflection

• Can I see what God sees in the lives of others?
• Can I see their hurt? 
• Remembering what Jesus has done for us, how can I intentionally seek out others and share His goodness?
• Can I sense the need for mercy in the lives of those I meet today? How?




